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Les beaux principes.  

Du discours à l’action dans le Satyricon de Pétrone 
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Université de Lausanne 

 
 
This paper takes a closer look at speeches as ethopeiae in the ancient novel 
and their core function in the narrative plot: does a discourse delivered by a 
certain character define its personality and does it have any impact on the 
action? Two moral speeches in Petronius’ Satyrica are particularly suited for 
this inquiry: the controversy on the utility of the declamation opening the 
novel and the discussion on decadence of arts and sciences in the picture 
gallery. The analysis reveals that the vices deplored by the characters of the 
Satyricon in appropriate and approved discourses are the very same in which 
they indulge in their actions: the act neither follows nor precedes the verb. 
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