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Abstracts 

The Silence of Semiramis: Shame and Desire  
in the Ninus Romance and Other Greek Novels 

MICHAEL J.  ANDERSON 
 
By exploring the contrast between the silent heroine and the eloquent hero of 
the Ninus Romance, this paper argues that the Greek novels impose noticea-
bly tighter erotic restrictions on the virgin protagonist than on her male 
counterpart. Shame prohibits her from actively pursuing or verbally express-
ing desire. The conflict between desire and shame within her, however, lends 
the heroine an emotional depth and an audience appeal not matched by the 
hero. Moreover, while strictly enforcing the patriarchal prohibition and 
maintaining her decorous silence, the novel casts itself as a legitimate voice 
for the heroine’s desire, proclaiming her desire where she herself cannot. 
 
Michael Anderson is the author of “The Sophrosyne of Persinna and the 
Narrative Strategy of Heliodorus’ Aethiopica” (Classical Philology 92, 
1997, 303–322), and he is currently writing a book on love and sentimentali-
ty in the Greek novels. He is a Visiting Associate Professor of Classics at 
Trinity College, Hartford. 
 
 

‘The (Un)happy Romance of Curleo and Liliet’ Xenophon of Ephesus,  
the Cyropaedia and the birth of the ‘anti-tragic’ novel 

ANDREA CAPRA 
 
In part 1, I argue that in Roman Greece Panthea and Abradates’ novella from 
the Cyropaedia was so extraordinaraly famous that Xenophon of Ephesus 
must have borrowed and allusively adapted their names so as to give spre-
chende Namen to his novel’s heroes (‘Anthea’ = ‘Flora’, ‘Abrocomes’ = 
‘Delicate hair’). In part 2 and 3, I explore the intertextual potential of such a 
reference. Echoes from the Cyropaedia prove an important ingredient of 
Xenophon’s novel, helping define its fictional status in and against the back-
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ground of its classical model. In part 4 I turn to the names themselves, argu-
ing that Xenophon felt the need to hellenise his character names, which suit 
very well his implicit ‘revision’ of  Panthea’s novella. 
 
Andrea Capra, 6 March 1971, Italy. 
Institutional Affiliation: University of Milan (Lecturer) 
Research: Plato, Xenophon Ephesius 
Publications relevant to ancient narrative: 
2003. ‘Dialoghi narrati e dialoghi drammatici in Platone’ in M. Bonazzi – F. 

Trabattoni, Platone e la tradizione platonica, Milano: Cisalpino, 3–30. 
2008. ‘L'efebo divino e l'incarnato della bella: Due note al testo di Senofonte 

Efesio (1.2.8 e 5.12.3)’, ACME 61, 277–282. 
2008. ‘Plato’s Hesiod and the Will of Zeus. Philosophical Rhapsody in the 

Timaeus and the Critias’, in G. Boys–Stones – J. Haubold, Plato and 
Hesiod, Oxford: Clarendon, forthcoming. 

2008. ‘Xenophon’s ‘Round Trip’: Geography and Narrative Technique in 
the Ephesiaka’, paper accepted for ICAN 2008. 

 
 

Apuleius and The New Testament: Lucius’ Conversion Experience 
WARREN S. SMITH 

 
Doubt has been cast in recent scholarship (Winkler, Harrison) about the sin-
cerity and believability of Lucius’ conversion experience in Book 11 of Apu-
leius’ Metamorphoses. Lucius himself, for example, is distressed by the need 
for repeated initiations into the Isis cult and by the need to pay repeated init-
iation fees. Light can be shed on his experience by a comparison with the 
conflicts undergone by St. Paul in his conversion to Christianity in the Book 
of Acts, and in his comments in his epistles. Both Lucius and Paul agree to a 
radical change of life and embrace an ideal which seems almost too good to 
be true; both eventually arrive in Rome facing an uncertain future with many 
hopes, but also with many questions unanswered. Their conversion always 
includes the implication that instead of triumph, they may be facing failure 
and ridicule (Lucius a clown with a shaven head, Paul a “fool” for Christ). 
 
Warren S. Smith is a professor of Classics at the University of New Mexico 
in Albuquerque, N.M. He has published extensively on satire and the ancient 
novel; his most recent book is Satiric Advice on Women and Marriage from 
Plautus to Chaucer (University of Michigan Press, 2005). 
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Ancient personality: 
Trait attributions to characters in Homer’s Iliad 

CONSTANTINOS G. PASSAKOS & BOELE DE RAAD 
 
The study analyzed Homer’s Iliad, an epic work which contains hundreds of 
personages many of which are described in quite some detail. Part of those 
descriptions is formed by the so-called epithets through which major charac-
ters in the Iliad are dramatically and psychologically depicted. All trait-
epithets in the Iliad are identified, listed, and translated into English and 
Dutch. The translation into Dutch is done to enable the identification of the 
listed traits in the trait-vocabulary captured by the Dutch Big Five model of 
traits. We counted a total of 1,057 trait-attributions (epithets) in the Iliad. 
These attributions were based on 197 distinct trait-epithets. Although there is 
a good spread over the various facets of the Big Five system, the large ma-
jority of the trait-epithets is accommodated by certain facets of the Agreea-
bleness (both poles), Conscientiousness (positive pole), Extraversion (posi-
tive pole), and Emotional Stability (positive pole) factors. Most of the trait-
epithets portray the various aspects of the character of the hero, which cha-
racter is indeed circumscribed by the factor(pole)s above. 
 
Constantinos G. Passakos is Emeritus Professor of Athens University, De-
partment of Education. Recent research: Psycholexical research in Greek 
language. 
Relevant publications: 
Passakos, C.G. 1974. Stability and change in values and evaluative atti-

tudes: A research work. Athens, Greece. 
Passakos, C.G. 2003. The person in the process of becoming: An introduc-

tion to modern personality psychology. University of Athens Publica-
tions, Athens, Greece 

Passakos, C.G. 2004. ‘Homeric characterology and modern personality 
theory’, in: B. De Raad, D. Barelds, & K. Van Oudenhoven-Van der Zee 
(Eds.), Conference Abstracts, 12th European Conference on Personality, 
University of Groningen, The Netherlands. 

 
Boele De Raad is Professor of personality psychology, University of Gro-
ningen, Department of Psychology. Recent reseach: structure of traits, cross-
cultural comparisons of personality structures, values and virtues, insults. 
Recent relevant publications: 
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De Raad, B., & Barelds, D.P.H. 2008. ‘A new  taxonomy of Dutch perso-
nality traits based on a comprehensive and unrestricted list of descrip-
tors’,  Journal of Personality  and Social Psychology, 94, 347–364. 

De Raad, B., & Van Oudenhoven, J.P. 2008. ‘Factors of values in the Dutch 
language and their relationship to factors of personality’, European 
Journal of Personality, 22, 81–108. 

De Raad, B. 2006. ‘Individuality and personality’, in: K. Pawlik & G. 
d'Ydewalle (Eds.), Psychological concepts: An international historical 
perspective (pp. 299–323). Hove: Psychology Press. 

De Raad, B. & Ceulemans, E. 2001. ‘The trait-dimensional scope of the 
characters of Theophrastus’, in: R. Riemann, F.M. Spinath, & F. Osten-
dorf (Eds.), Personality and Temperament: Genetics, Evolution, and 
Structure (pp. 168–184). Pabst Science Publishers, Lengerich, Germany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    

 

Indices 

Index locorum* 

————— 
 *  This index only offers a selection of the passages discussed. 

Apuleius 
 Met. 2.7.6, 70 
  6.31, 136 
  9.14.2, 52 
  11.15.1, 62 

 11.15, 66 
  11.16.2–4, 66 
  11.19.3, 54 
  11.23.7, 55 
  11.24.4, 55 
  11.28.6, 59 
  11.30.4, 62 
  11.30.5, 57 
Aristaenetus 
 2.21, 45 
Aspasius 
 In Arist. Eth. Nic. 177, 134 
Chariton 
 1.1.7, 24 
 1.1.14, 17 
 4.1.5, 41 
 5.8.1–6, 18 
Heliodorus 
 3.17, 20 
 4.10–11, 20 
 5.12.1, 133 
 10.22, 21 
 10.29, 21 
Homerus 
 Od. 6.244–45, 24 
Lactantius 
 Inst. 3.25, 134 
Longus 
 praef. 1, 137 
 3.33.4, 147 

Lucianus 
 Im. 10, 32 
Martialis 
 9.33, 107 
New Testament 
    2 Cor.  3.13, 54 
  12.2–4, 56 
  12.7, 54 
 Acts  4.32–5.11, 62 
  26.24, 56 
  28.15, 53 
  28.30–31, 58 
 Gal.  1.13, 53 
       Rom. 9.2–3, 54 
Ninos P. Berol. 6926 
     A  III, 21–22, 1 
  III, 36–IV,13, 9 
  IV, 20–22, 2 
  IV, 20–25, 6 
  IV, 31–32, 5 
  V, 12–14, 12 
  V, 14–25, 12 
  V, 27–36, 14 
     B  III, 27–38, 3 
Ovidius 
       Met.  3.138–252, 142 
  3.339–510, 142 
  4.55–166, 142 
  5.571–641, 142 
Petronius 
 9.2–5, 122 
 16.3, 121 
 19–21, 117 
 64.7, 120 
 71.12, 132 



ABSTRACTS 

 

158

 73.2, 117 
 79.8, 109 
 82.2 f., 109 
 87.1, 109 
 87.8, 109 
 89, 110 
 92.7–10, 107 
 92.9, 110 
 93.3–4, 120 
 94.2, 111100.3, 111 
 102.1, 111 
 104.1–105.4, 119 
 105.11, 121 
 117.11–12, 116 
 131.5–7, 114 
Philostratus 
  Im.  2.9, 32 
  2.9.2, 37 
   VS  1.22.524, 34 
Ps. Lucianus 
 Onos 25, 136 
    54, 64 

Vita Aesopi 
 75, 110 
Xenophon 
 Cyr. 2.2.1, 43 
  4.6.11, 39 
  5.4.7, 39 
  6.4.6, 39 
  6.4.11, 38 
  7.3.6, 37 
  7.3.16, 41 
 Eph. 1.1.1, 38 
  1.2.6, 34 
  1.2.8, 38 
  1.4, 38 
  1.8.3, 40 
  1.10.1, 42 
  1.11.3–6, 39 
  1.12.2, 44 
  5.4.11, 44 
  5.15.4, 42 
 Oec. 7.25, 135 
 Symp. 2.12, 135 

General Index 

Abgar legend, 124 
Abradates, 44 
Achilles, 81 
Achilles Tatius, 21, 57, 108, 133, 138 
Actaeon, 142 
Acts of Thaddaeus, 126 
Acts of the Apostles 
 end of -, 58 
 Paul's conversion, 68 
Adamietz, J., 106 
Aelius Aristides, 32 
Aeschylus 
 Choephoroi, 42 
Agathon, 47 
aidos, 6 
Akkerman, F., 144 
Aldington, R., 80 
allegory, 138, 143, 148 
Allport, G.W. & Odbert, H.S., 77 
Ammonius Saccas, 133 
andreia, 134 
Angelo Poliziano, 35 

Angleitner, A., 78 
Anthia, 46, 135, 136 
Antonius Diogenes, 132 
Apuleius 
 Metamorphoses, 109, 138, 148 
 Nachleben, 148 
 the Isis-book, 149 
Aristoteles, 134 
 analysis of tragedy, 46 
 Nicomachean Ethics, 80 
Arrian of Nicomedia, 31, 33 
Aschenbrenner, K., 78 
Auerbach, E., 111, 139 
 
Bagnell Bury, J., 29 
Bakhtin, M.M., 149 
Barelds, D.P.H., 77 
Barnes, J., 131 
Barnstone, W., 102 
Bartlett, P.A. 
 oeuvre of -, 101 
Beck, R., 113, 149 



INDICES 

 

159 

Bierl, A., 30, 44 
Bowie, E.L., 108 
Briggs, S.R., 78 
Bromley, D.B., 75, 77 
Busch, S., 107 
 
calendar time 
 in Apuleius´ Met., 149 
Caljé, H., 77 
Callirhoe, 17 
Carson, R.C., 78 
Cashdan, E.A., 76 
Ceulemans, E., 91 
characterization 
 ‘round and flat’ characters, 76 
 distinct - in Homer, 89 
 in literary texts, 78 
 psychological analysis, 83 
Charicleia, 19, 135 
Chariton, 17, 33, 132, 133 
chastity 
 in Greek novels, 15 
Christian miracle literature, 65 
Christians 
 as Romans saw them, 52 
chronotope, 149 
Cicu, L., 46 
closure, 150 
comic perspective, 58 
Comte-Sponville, A., 80 
Consonni, C., 30 
Conte, G.B., 113, 122 
conversion, 57 
 life after -, 62 
Courtney, E., 121 
Cox, H., 58 
Crismani, D., 3, 37 
 
D’Hane Scheltema, M., 143 
De Beus, M., 76 
De Jong, I.J.F., 25 
De Raad , B. & Ceulemans, E., 80 
De Raad, B., 75, 77, 91 
de Temmerman, K., 134 
declamations, 146 
Del Corno, D., 39 
deus unicus, 52 
Dick, D., 30 

Dio Chrysostomus, 32 
Doddema-Winsemius, M., 91 
Doulamis, K., 136 
Dowden, K., 136, 148 
Due, B., 30 
Dunbar, R., 79 
 
early Christian literature, 61 
Edsall, M., 53 
Egan, R., 144 
Egelhaaf-Gaiser, U., 57, 60, 65, 69 
Egger, B., 5 
ekphraseis, 32 
Encolpius 
 -actor, 113 
 -narrator, 113 
ending  
 open-endedness, 57, 59, 150 
epithets 
 in Homer, 82 
Eusebius 
Ecclesiastical History, 123, 125 
 
fabulari, 69 
fiction, 47, 97 
 ‘metafiction’, 138 
Finkelpearl, E., 149 
Forster, E.M., 76 
Fusillo, M., 39 
 
Gahan, J., 143 
Galenus, 80 
Gallé, C., 34 
García-Montes, J., 84 
Gärtner, H., 29 
gender 
 in literature, 2 
 stereotypes, 134 
gender roles, 3 
 in Greek novels, 21 
Genette, G., 121 
Gill, C., 76, 83 
Giovannelli, M., 35 
Goldberg, L.R., 77 
Greek novels 
 attitude to ‘barbarians´, 43 
 chronology, 108 
 conventions of -, 17 



INDICES 

 

160

 gender roles in -, 21 
Greek tragedy, 37 
Gronewald, M., 13 
Guépin, J.P., 142 
 
Habrocomes 
 /Abrocomes, 45 
Haenchen, E., 68 
Hägg, T., 30, 44 
Halliwell, S., 137 
Harrison, S.J., 59, 67, 147 
Haynes, K., 2 
Heinze, R., 108 
Heliodorus, 19, 132, 133, 136 
Henderson, J., 51 
Hermans, J., 144 
Hermaphroditus, 142 
Hermogenes, 32 
hero 
 conception of - in Homer, 92 
Herrmann, F.-G., 137 
Hijmans, B.L., 145 
Hijmans, S., 146 
historical novels, 101 
Hokwerda, H., 143 
Horatius 
 Carmen Saeculare, 146 
Horsfall, N., 109 
Hunink, V., 52, 145 
Hunter, R., 42 
 
iconography, 146, 147 
initiation, 59 
intertextuality, 31, 108 
 aemulatio, 33 
 epic allusion, 41 
 genre subversion, 35, 47 
Isis, 60 
 at Cenchreae, 149 
Ivan Goncharov 
 Oblomov, 78 
 
Jack, J., 93 
James, P., 142 
Janka, M., 105 
Jensson, G., 108 
Jesus 
 portrait of -, 126 

Jewish literature, 61 
John, O.P, 76, 77 
Johne, R., 2 
Johnson, I., 90 
Johnson, L.T., 61 
Jones, M., 134 
Jonos, P., 83 
Juan de la Cueva, 34 
Jullien, C., 124 
Jullien, F., 124 
Kahane, A., 138 
Kavafis, K.P., 143 
Kenney, E.J., 67 
Kleibrink, M., 146 
König, J., 47 
Konstan, D., 2, 23, 39, 135, 136 
Kouwer, B.J., 77 
Kuch, H., 30, 43 
Kussl, R., 1 
Kytzler, B., 29 
 
Laird, A., 107, 110, 113, 121 
Laocoon, 143 
Laplace, M., 33, 35, 42 
Lattimore, R., 82 
Lesbos, 147 
Lesky, A., 82 
Lichas, 117 
Life of Aesop, 132 
Longus, 21, 57, 137, 149 
love poetry 
 servitium amoris, 62 
Lucianus, 132 
 Philopseudes, 137 
Lucius, 57 
Lytton, E.G. 
 The Last Days of Pompei, 148 
 
manuscripts, 144 
Marini, M., 37 
Marmorale, E.V., 107 
Martialis, 107 
Mason, H.J., 147 
McAdams, D.P., 75, 79 
Merkelbach, R., 45 
Merkle, S., 110 
metamorphosis, 143, 146 
Metiochus and Parthenope, 132 



INDICES 

 

161 

mimesis, 137 
Mingana, A., 128 
Momigliano, A., 29 
Morgan, J.R., 1, 21, 132 
Musonius Rufus, 131, 134 
myth, 145 
 
names 
 playing with -, 43 
 significant -, 30, 44, 145 
naming, 30, 33, 43 
Narcissus, 142, 144 
narrative 
 auctorial/actorial, 113 
Nausicaa, 24 
Neoplatonism, 139 
Ní Mheallaigh, K., 138 
Ninus 
 pepaideumenos, 3 
Nisbett, R. & Cohen, D., 76 
Nock, A.D., 51 
 
O’Brien, M., 144 
O’Sullivan, J.N., 29, 45, 47 
Obermayer, H.P., 106 
Ogden, D., 136 
Olbrechts-Tyteca, L., 79 
Origenes, 137 
Osiris, 54, 149 
 
Panayotakis, C., 119 
Pantaenus, 133 
Panthea, 46 
Panthea and Abradates, 30, 33 
Papanikolaou, A.D., 30, 33 
Parry, A., 82 
Passakos, C., 83 
Passakos, D., 93 
Perelman, Ch., 79 
Pérez-Álvarez, M., 84 
Perkins, J., 25 
Perry, B.E., 1 
personality 
 ‘The Big Five Model’, 77 
 personality and character 
 the lexical hypothesis, 76 
 the psycho-lexical approach, 76 
 personality traits 

 cultural differences in evaluation, 81 
Petersmann, H., 106 
Petronius 
 ‘hidden author’, 114 
 Cena, 117, 148 
 date of Satyrica, 107, 108 
 Nachleben, 148 
Phaedra 
 in Euripides, 24 
Plato, 133, 138 
 Phaedrus, 144 
Plotinus, 139 
Plutarch, 31, 131 
Poiss, Th., 109 
Porphyry, 139 
Porter, J., 34, 82 
Proclus, 139 
Ps. Justinus 
 Quaestiones Christianorum  
  ad Gentiles, 133 
Ps.-Diktys, 110, 136 
pseudonym, 29 
psychobiography, 79 
Pyramus and Thisbe, 142 
 
Ramelli, I., 52, 131, 136 
reader 
 misinterpretation, 12 
Reichel, M., 30, 43 
Relihan, J.C., 60 
Repath, I., 133 
ring composition, 42 
Roback, A.A., 80 
Rome 
 in Apuleius’ Met., 53 
Romilly, J., 83 
Roskam, G., 131 
Ruiz Montero, C., 29, 45 
Runyan, W.M., 79 
Rzchiladze, R., 44 
 
Salmacis, 142 
Sandy, G.N., 1, 67 
Sappho, 147 
Schissel von Fleschenberg, O., 29 
Schlam, C., 65 
Schmeling, G., 29 
Schmidt, V.S., 52, 69 



INDICES 

 

162

scilicet, 70 
Scott Fitzgerald 
 The Great Gatsby, 78 
Semiramis, 1 
sexuality in literature, 9 
Shakespeare 
 Pericles, Prince of Tyre, 34 
 Romeo and Juliet, 34 
shame 
 and desire, 8 
 in literature, 2 
Sharrock, A., 105 
Shumate, N., 56 
sophrosyne, 138 
Soterichus, 34 
Spinoza 
 Tractatus theologico-politicus, 144 
Stadter, P., 31, 33 
Stephens, S.A., 1, 30, 46 
Stoicism, 134, 136 
Swain, S., 108 
 
Tatum, J., 30, 67 
Teaching of Addai, 125 
Ted Hughes, 143 
Theagenes, 135 
Thelyphron, 145 
θεῖος ἀνήρ, 132 
theme 
 apparent death, 34 
Theophrastus, 80, 91, 134 
Tom Stoppard 
 Shakespeare in Love, 34 
trait-taxonomy 
 vocabulary of, 77 
Trapp, M., 131 
Trenkner, S., 37 

Trimalchio, 118 
Tryphaena, 117 
 
Valerius Apsines, 32 
van der Paardt, R., 142 
van Mal-Maeder, D., 145 
van Os, H., 144 
 
Walsh, P.G., 52 
Walter Pater 
 Marius the Epicurean, 148 
Watanabe, A., 23 
Webster’s New International Dictionary, 

77 
Wilken, R., 52 
Williams, H., 149 
Winkler, J.J., 1, 21, 30, 46, 57, 59, 66 
Wirth, T., 33 
women in literature, 3 
Wood, R., 81 
Wortley, J., 147 
 
Xenophon 
 ‘nom de plume’, 31 
 Cyropaedia, 29, 31 
Xenophon of Ephesus, 22, 136, 149 
 ‘popular features’, 47 
 
Yiannacopoulos, P., 88 
 
Zadkine 
 ‘La Ville Détruite’, 143 
Zanetto, G., 43 
Zeitlin, F., 109 
Zimmermann, B., 30 
Zinn, A., 111 

 


